For my Masters (1994) , I worked in a lab in the School of Chemistry. We optimised the molecular diagnosis of cystic fibrosis from blood and did an epidemiological study of the prevalence of cystic fibrosis mutations in the population of Córdoba. And I generated my first author paper! And then it became the "first moment of truth": Do I want to do a PhD? I knew I wanted to keep exploring, learning, and discovering. So even if doing a PhD was not a "real job" to my family and friends, I obtained a fellowship from CONICET (the research national agency) and started my PhD working on transposable elements in cow brain. Why cows, you must wonder. Because obtaining fresh material from cows was easy and cheap those days in Argentina.
I also recovered the brain of dead snakes and dead turtles in the zoo and we wrote a paper about the transposon we were studying with the postdoc that supervised me. By then, I was madly in love with a guy that obtained a postdoctoral fellowship to study in Paris and it was without much hesitation that I left everything behind and followed him to Paris. And… I started my PhD again, from scratch (year 1997). And now I was working in Institut Pasteur, with a C Marie Skłodowska-Curie fellowship for PhD students. My thesis subject was the effect of transferrin produced by oligodendrocytes in the production and maintenance of myelin in the central nervous system. It seems I had set my career path to become a neuroscientist.
| Have you always wanted to work in academia?
From the first time I set foot in a lab and tried to answer a question through research and scientific methodology, I knew I wanted to be "that person" that invents projects, pursues ideas, builds a team, and tries to discover. I did not know what an "academic career" meant, but I knew I wanted to do "that." I had never met scientists before but I felt I could become one. Imagine this scene! We recognise the dance, we do not recognise the music. Biological "déjà vu" and biological innovation. We need to be thinking at subcellular localizations of complexes at high resolution (with the help of new powerful microscopy and artificial intelligence), we have to study each natural pathosystem, we have to consider the impact of microbiome and virome during a given viral infection, we have to think of immunity at the insect population level, in the natural environment where the infection is happening. Somehow, we have to build scientific bridges where ecology meet the bench and vice versa.
| What do you enjoy the most about your work? And what about the least?
I must say that, even if I complain, I love my work. Each facet of it.
Sometimes I go to the gel imaging machine when people in the lab are developing a gel for a result we were waiting for. And I still feel all these butterflies in the stomach that I used to feel when I was a stu- What I enjoy the least? The hassle of getting published. Do not take me wrong: I love writing papers, I love the process of creating a manuscript and telling the story with students and postdocs. Even more important, I believe in the peer review system and reviewers had consistently made our manuscripts better, more solid, and clear. But each manuscript takes at least 18 months from the first submission to acceptance and the process is wearing. By the day the paper is finally accepted, students and postdocs are often gone, I hate the manuscript, and we have moved into the next chapter of our scientific adventures.
And because this is the space to complain, I do not like to write grant reports every 6 months (not even every year), I do not like to apply for grants every year and spend countless hours in meetings. But hey, this is also part of the package. So I play imaginary games during boring meetings, I take notes of phrases that sound smart, and try to guess what each person will answer or who will answer last using every one idea and looking as the smartest person in the room;-).
| What has been the most surprising result you have had in your career so far?
This is a difficult question to answer! Academically, each manuscript reports a surprise. Personally, everyday I am still surprised I got here ….
1.9 | What advice would you give to other early career researchers starting out in their career given your experiences?
Follow your instinct but do not think that you are infallible or invincible.
Ask for help, do not be shy, do not be ashamed, because we all, permanently, need help. Look for a mentor, somebody that you trust and you can talk with honestly. Speak your mind, you will find that most people are also feeling like an impostor or overwhelmed or do not know how to deal with some situations. Remember that we scientists are also humans. As humans, we have a lot of needs, do not forget to have fun, to go on vacation, to have babies and/or pets and/or plants and/ or hobbies, to read novels that are not about science, to binge Netflix, to sleep late from time to time, to find the tribe you belong to, to get surrounded by good friends. And as humans scientists, be humble, kind, and respectful with everything and everyone and with yourself. The last night of the meeting, a group of students came to me with a peacock feather as a present for giving the most inspiring talk of all the meeting. They were now convinced they wanted to do a career in science. I have treasured the peacock feather in my office since then.
This same night two girls from South America came to me and asked if they could hug me. They told me that during the talk, I showed them that it was possible to come from a disadvantaged environment and get far; I was a symbol of hope that they too they could succeed. I do not know who they were and where they are today, but I seriously hope that are rocking science somewhere in the world. 
